My War Memories, 1914-1918
was indeed very serious, but, after all, the problem was not insoluble.
At my request, orders were immediately sent to the East Front fixing the retreat of the main body of the 8th Army for the 23rd inst, The ist Reserve Corps, the i;th Army Corps and the Main Reserve of the Konigsberg garrison were to call a halt. The ist A.C. was not to be detrained at Gosslershausen, but near General von Scholtz's position, somewhere east of Deutsch-Eylau. Any available troops from the garrisons of Thorn, Kulm, Graudenz and Marienburg, were to go to Stras-burg and Lautenberg. These garrisons were composed only of Landwehr and Landsturm formations. Thus, in the southwest part of East Prussia a strong group was formed which could undertake an offensive, while the northern Group either continued its retreat in a south-westerly direction, or could be brought straight down south to assist in the action against the Narew Army. Of course an actual decision as to the plan to be adopted could only be given on the spot. The Russians should not be let off without another battle. No Staff Officer would miss such a chance of turning to good advantage the fact that their two armies were separated from each other.
I also reported to His Majesty the Emperor. His Majesty, who was very calm, spoke seriously of the Eastern situation, and deeply regretted that part of the German Fatherland should suffer invasion by the enemy. He was mindful of the sufferings of his people. The Kaiser decorated me with the order Pour k Merite, which had been awarded me for my work at Liege, and spoke appreciatively of me. All my life this occasion will be a proud, if sad, memory.
At nine o'clock in the evening I left Coblenz in a special train for the Eastern Front.
Shortly before my departure I learnt that General von Hinden-burg had accepted the post of Commander-in-Chief and would board the train at Hanover at four o'clock in the morning.
The General was on the station at Hanover and I reported to him, It was the first time we had met. All other versions belong to the realm of fiction.
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